ARGENTINEAN ESTANCIAS

History and legend. Genius and insanity. Love and hate.
Elegance and Charm. Glorious past and bright future.
Sometimes together in the same house.
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That is what is better describing the life in an Argentinean
ranch or as the locals call it: estancia

The estancias are definitely linked to the history and the
essence of the Argentinean culture. Maybe it is due to the
vastness of the land, where the sight is lost without

finding any
limits, that men
and the I\ Jd
countryside life Fo— :
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welcome visitors today  are accurate representations of the
country & identity.

Estancias also give tourists the rare
opportunity to stay as a guest at a
working estancia in order to

experience the unique gaucho ranch
culture in a tranquil and beautiful
setting of untamed countryside. Most
estancias are over two hundred years
old and still maintain traditional
practices and values.

The typical Argentine  estancia contains a mansion in
French, English, and colonial style, with the main
residence usually converted to receive guests. These
elegant and historic
buildings overlook vast
expanses of countryside
where cattle and sheep
graze.
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Estancias are also k nown for their excellent cooking of
barbeque, fresh local meats of lamb and beef, and
vegetables from the garden. Some of the chefs may even
let you in on their recipes. It is also common to see a
group of people at a fire playing the guitar in the

evening s.

Argentinais thefourthof t he wor |l ddéds }targest wi
producing countries. The climate of Argentina is similar to

the Andes and it is this similarity that supports the

Argentinean wine industry. j -4 e

In the north, the vineyards
lie at the same latitude as
Morocco; and in the south,
vineyards share latitude
with New Zealand. One of
the vital aspects to
growing quality wine
grapes here is altitude,
with vineyards planted at




2,000 and 3,000 feet to take advantage of the cooler
temperatures.

Argentine wines are made from grapes such as traditional

Chardonnay, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon a nd also
varieties |i ke Tempranill o, Bonar da,
and Malbec.

Each geogra phy leaves its mark. As don Athaualpa

Yupanquiwouldsay ,fia man on horse in the pan
taming the space,... has plains and time and, just like the

pampa, his voice has no echo. The mountain does give

back his voice to the Indian who has never seen the sun

r i se o rAndsveghtwisdom, he defines the paisano as

the one that the country has inside.

The estancias of the countryside tell their story.




Each estancia selected in this article has a rich history.
Nobles from Europe, great chefs, art collectors, actors are
some of the owners of these fine establishments.

Each one unique in style and identity with impeccable
service and top cuisine and wine collection. Offer yourself
a life time retreat.

Savas Kazantzides

Travel Connoisseur
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